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1156 N. Hwy. 377
Pilot Point, TX 76258  

(940) 686-3333   

Home Décor | Clothing | Gifts
and All Your Animal Needs
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Patricia Bell with her daughter                          
Mariah Acevedo, son Chris Schuchardt 
and grandchildren Jordynn and Holden 
Schuchardt at her first book signing at                                                                        

Barnes and Noble in Highland Village, Texas. 

Photos by Daniel and Mariah Acevedo
Patricia Bell’s newly released “The Adventures of Captain 

Williby” is a simple yet entertaining tale for kids about the joy of 
wide imaginations and creative minds. 

Patricia Bell held her book release party in Little Elm with her 
children, grandchildren, friends, and members of the community. 
Her first book signing was May 11th, 2019 at Barnes and Noble in 
Highland Village, Texas.

“The Adventures of Captain Williby: The Mystery of the Lost 
Treasure” from Christian Faith Publishing author Patricia Bell is a 
fun narration for toddlers and children about how Willy finds joy 
in his own adventures as he wears his captain’s hat and ventures on a 
quest with his dog and an impressively creative imagination.
“The Adventures of Captain Williby: The Mystery of the Lost 

Treasure”: an exciting escapade of an intelligent boy and his adorable 
pet. “The Adventures of Captain Williby: The Mystery of the 
Lost Treasure” is the creation of published author Patricia Bell, an 
accomplished music composer, pianist, sound designer, and audio 
engineer who received her education at Alaska Pacific University, 
Dallas School of Music, and Media Tech Institute for recording arts.

Bell shares, “William McGee, commonly known as Willy, was a thin, frail seven-year-old 
boy who wore glasses. Children often picked on Willy because of the way he looked, but Willy never let that 
bother him. He had something the other kids didn’t have: a magic pirate captain’s hat and a great imagination. 
By placing the hat on his head, Willy discovered that he could transform himself into Captain Williby, 
embarking on exciting adventures.”

Published by Christian Faith Publishing, Patricia Bell’s new book is an amusing story for the young readers 
that leaves them joy through a fun-filled story of imagination and adventure.

View a synopsis of “The Adventures of Captain Williby: The Mystery of the Lost Treasure” on YouTube.
Consumers can purchase “The Adventures of Captain Williby: The Mystery of the Lost Treasure” at 

traditional brick & mortar bookstores, or online at Amazon.com, Apple iTunes store, or Barnes and Noble.
For additional information or inquiries about “The Adventures of Captain Williby: The Mystery of the Lost 

Treasure”, contact the Christian Faith Publishing media department at 866-554-0919.
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By Janet Laminack

Diagnosis & Treatment of Eye Disease 
and Vision Disorders

Leslie Bubela, O.D. 
Bert Bubela, O.D. 

Therapeutic Optometrists 
Optometric Glaucoma Specialists

972-292-0900 
1200 E. Eldorado Pkwy, Suite 100 

Little Elm, TX 75068 
www.littleelmeyecare.com

How did it go? Did you get your warm season vegetables 
in the ground on time? Did everything survive the cold 
snap and all the rain? It has been a rough start this spring. 
If you have been skilled enough (or just lucky) to get a good 
crop, we hope you will bring your produce to the Denton 
County Fruit, Vegetable, Herb & Flower Show on June 15. 
This is a contest open to all residents of Denton County 
with categories for adults and children held at the Denton 
County Historical Park and Denton Community Market. 

It’s free to enter and thanks to our many sponsors, there are cash awards! The 
schedule and rules can be found at https://dcmga.com/.

If you find yourself in my boat (that’s a rain joke), don’t give up yet. Many 
of our herbs can still be planted for summer harvest such as the heat loving 
basil and the dependable perennial rosemary.  Herbs are great for pollinators 
and look attractive in f lower beds. Fruit production is gaining popularity as 
well. Most of our fruit comes from trees and shrubs which is perfect for the 
gardener who prefers the long game.  Denton County Community Grove, 
at 1029 W. Rosemeade Parkway in Carrollton, offers free workshops with 
hands-on activities in their urban orchard. The next one is June 4 from 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

            In the genre of fruit production, viticulture is becoming big business, 
especially in our north Texas region. (Viticulture is the fancy name for growing 
wine grapes.) Denton is fortunate to have state viticulture specialist, Michael 
Cook, based here. If you have interest in starting a vineyard or growing grapes, 
he’s got the answers.   

There are also opportunities to learn how to 
garden as a volunteer with local organizations 
who grow and donate produce to area food 
pantries. Shiloh Field in Denton http://
shilohfield.com/ and Flower Mound First Baptist 
https://fmfb.church/grow/garden/ are just two 
community gardens who always accept an extra 
hand and where beginners are welcome.

Do you have a young one interested in 
gardening? There is still time to participate in 
the Children’s Garden at Fair Oaks in Denton. 
Parents and children learn and garden together 
on Thursday mornings from 10-11 am through 
June 13. It’s free and no registration is required. In coordination with the City 
of Denton Parks and Recreation, Master Gardeners conduct an intensive half-
day Junior Master Gardener camp July 22-26. Registration for camp is $65. For 
more information on both of these programs, visit https://dcmga.com/.

For more information on any of these activities or for help with your garden/
landscape issues, give us a call at 940.349.2892 or email master.gardener@
dentoncounty.com.
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The Second Annual Citywide                    
Back to School Fair 

The second annual Denton 
Back to School Fair has been set 
for Saturday, Aug. 10, 2019, from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the UNT 
Gateway Center (800 N. Texas 
Blvd). The event serves families 
with school supplies and backpacks, 
health education resources, free 
vision screenings, hearing exams, 
haircuts, and more. Last year, 
the Denton Back to School Fair 
assisted more than 3,000 students 
with school supplies. 

“I am proud of the hard work 
of our community groups and 
nonprofits, who have come 
together to provide support 
to families in Denton,” said 
Mayor Chris Watts. “The fair 
provides much-needed supplies 
and resources to many families 
throughout Denton.”

In the Denton Independent 
School District alone, there are 
more than 14,000 students, or 
46% of the student population, 
who are eligible for free and 
reduced lunch, which means their 
household income is at or below 
185% of the federal poverty level. 
The Back to School Fair event 
is designed to help local families 
and students be prepared for their 
first day of school with a new 
backpack and school supplies, in 
addition to providing access to 
the resources for families to have 
a healthy start to the school year.

Community support is vital 
and necessary for this event to 
serve the number of children 
who need these resources. 
The nonprofit organizations 
coordinating the event are 
seeking contributions from 
area businesses, community 
leaders, and individual donors 
to serve these children. Every 
$20 donated will provide a 
backpack and school supplies 
for one student. Donations can 
be made through the Denton 
Back to School Fair website at                                          
www.dentonbacktoschool.org.

Families must register students 
to receive supplies at the fair 
by Friday, July 19. Registration 
can be done online at www.
dentonbacktoschool.org.

Registration: Parents are 
asked to register their children 
through the website at www.
dentonbacktoschool.org.

The event is a collaborative 
effort between a large team of 
local organizations including 
the City of Denton and Denton 
Police Department, Denton 
Independent School District, 
Denton Hi-Noon Lions Club, 
Health Services of North Texas, 
Interfaith Ministries, Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church, 
Serve Denton, and United Way of 
Denton County.

Event Details:                   
Location: University of 

North Texas, UNT Gateway 
Center, 800 N. Texas Blvd.,                  

Denton, TX 76201
Date: Saturday, Aug. 10,            

8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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By Jacee Kiefer

L I T T L E  E L M  L I V I N G  F O R

E V E R Y  S TA G E  O F  L I F E

All the Ingredients 
of a Vibrant Life Come 
Together at Union Park

unionparkbyhillwood.com

To learn more about Union Park, visit:

Homes from 
the Mid $200s to $500s

Just minutes from Frisco, Union Park is a suburban refuge 

designed around one of Little Elm’s most breathtaking 

green spaces. Find your Union Park home today. 

6653 UnionPark 380_5.68x21.75_MECH.pdf   1   1/30/19   11:42 AM

North Texas Fair                        
and Rodeo Creative 

Arts Contest 

Are you a master canner, budding or professional artist, crafter, 
or enjoy needlework and clothing? If so, we are looking for  you!  
It’s time for the 91st Annual North Texas Fair and Rodeo Creative 
Arts contest. The Creative Arts contest is sponsored by 380Guide 
Magazine and 380News. The contest offers seven divisions to 
showcase your unique talents including needlework, clothing, arts 
and crafts, home canned food, antiques, junior entries, and 4-H, 
FHA, HERO, and FCCLA, with an age range from youth to adult 
divisions. Online entries are due online by August 14th or you may 
enter in person on August 16th at The North Texas Fair and Rodeo: 
2217 N. Carroll Blvd., Denton, TX 76201. For more information and 
to enter online please visit: www.ntfair.com and click on “Contests”.  
Make sure to follow us on all of North Texas Fair and Rodeo's social 
media platforms for more information and updates.  Come do what 
cowboys do at the 91st Annual North Texas Fair and Rodeo, we’ll see 
you in August!

CALL FOR ACTION
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Applications are being accepted for this year’s 
Texas Master Naturalist-Elm Fork Chapter training 
program. The 12-week training program starts on 
August 27 and goes through November 12. Each 
session is six hours of study on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The course includes four field trips; Clear 
Creek Natural Heritage Center, Ray Roberts Lake 
State Park, Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning 
Area and the City of Denton’s Water Reclamation 
facility. Each classroom session focuses on a unit 
from the extensive Texas Master Naturalist textbook, 
edited by representatives from Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service and Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
which each member-in-training will receive. Sessions 
include topics such as Ecological Regions of Texas, 
Geology and Soils of Texas, Archeology, Native 
Plants, Ornithology, Herpetology, Aquatic Systems, 
Texas Water Resources and much more, taught by 
experts from these fields.

Individuals can learn more about the organization 
and download the training application by visiting the 
Elm Fork Chapter website at www.txmn.org/elmfork. 
Fee for the extensive, 72-hour training is $150 and 
includes all training materials, classroom instruction, 
field trips, and first year membership with the Texas 
Master Naturalist-Elm Fork Chapter. Payment must 
be made at the time the application is submitted. 
Once submitted, each application is reviewed. 
Applicants will be notified upon acceptance into 
the training course. Enrollment is limited to thirty 
accepted applicants.

“We encourage individuals to get their application 
in as soon as possible. Once the class is full, we will 
place applicants on a waiting list for next year,” 
said Fran Witte, Co-Chair of the 2019 Training 

Committee. Texas Master Naturalist-Elm Fork 
Chapter C/O Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension, 
Denton County Joseph A. Carroll Building 401 W. 
Hickory Ave Denton, TX 76201 Phone: 940-349-
2883 Fax: 940-349-2881 Master.Naturalist@
dentoncounty.com

Elm Fork Chapter, serving Denton, Cooke, and 
Wise counties, is celebrating its 20th anniversary year. 
Formed in 1999, the chapter has grown to more than 
200 active members. Elm Fork Chapter members 
participate in projects including benthic monitoring 
for water quality; construction and placement of Blue 
Bird boxes as well as bird banding at Lewisville Lake 
Environmental Learning Area (LLELA); leading trail 
hikes; educating 2nd and 4th grade students from 
Denton Independent School District in the Spring 
and Fall at Clear Creek Natural Heritage Center in 
Denton; tree planting; and much more. Monthly 
chapter meetings are the 3rd Thursday of each month 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. The public is invited to attend 
chapter meetings, which feature an educational 
program beginning at 10:30 a.m. Details and 
locations are posted on the Chapter’s webpage, www.
txmn.org/elmfork.
~ Elm Fork Chapter – 20 Year Statistics

~ 240,000 service hours valued at $5,825,600

~ 460 Master Naturalists completing training

~ 32,000 hours of advanced training provided

~ 24 members with more than 2,500 service hours

~ Texas Master Naturalist Program Statewide – 20 
Year Statistics

The mission of the Texas Master Naturalist 

program is to develop a corps of well-informed 
volunteers to provide education, outreach, and 
service dedicated to the beneficial management 
of natural resources and natural areas within 
their communities for the State of Texas. Many 
communities and organizations rely on such citizen 
volunteers for implementing youth education 
programs; for operating parks, nature centers, and 
natural areas; and for providing leadership in local 
natural resource conservation efforts. In fact, a short 
supply of dedicated and well-informed volunteers is 
often cited as a limiting factor for community-based 
conservation efforts.
~ 10,800 Texas Master Naturalist Volunteers

~ 48 Local Chapters

~ 3.7 million service hours valued at more than                   
$85 million

~ 2000 miles of trail

~ 226,000 acres of wildlife and native plant 
habitats

~ 4 million youth and adults in activities

The Texas Master Naturalist program is 
supported by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and 
Texas Parks and Wildlife. Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension is an equal opportunity employer and 
program provider. The Texas A&M University 
System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and 
the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 
Cooperating. We will seek to provide reasonable 
accommodation for all persons with disabilities for 
this program. We ask that you notify the Denton 
County AgriLife Extension Office of the auxiliary 
aid or service that will be required.

GET CLOSER TO NATURE
Become a Texas Master Naturalist 

By Fran Witte

with DigitalSky Audio-Video

Expert low voltage indoor and outdoor lighting solutions
For Builders - Everything Low Voltage - pre-wire, trim out, installation, programming, training, sales and service

Call to schedule a private showing in our showroom 
or an in-home system evaluation and experience 

the DigitalSky professional difference

HOME AUTOMATION

HOME THEATRE & DISTRIBUTED SOUND

HOME SECURITY

OUTDOOR LIVING ELECTRONICS

SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL BUILDERS

CERTIFIED CONTROL4 AND LOXONE DEALERS

817.779.7100 | digitalskyav.com
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FRIENDS OF HAGERMAN NWR 
BUTTERFLY GARDEN WALKS

~ ACCEPTING NEW RIDERS IN BOTH OUR SHOW BARN
~ LESSON PROGRAM

4001 Historic Lane, Cross Roads, TX 76227

For lessons contact Katja at kkallenberger@gmail.com 
469.583.1402 • thepaddocksstables.com  

LIMITED SPOTS LEFT FOR SUMMER CAMP
June 3-7, June 10-14, June 17-21

Just a short, relaxing drive north of the 380 Corridor you can get away from 
it all. Come explore the beauty of butterflies on Saturday June 15th and 29th at 
9:30a.m.-11:30. 

Enjoy a fascinating stroll through the Butterfly Garden at Hagerman 
National Wildlife Refuge.  Come on your own or bring the family.  Every first, 
third and fifth Saturday, Garden docents will be on hand to help you identify 
the Texas native plants and the butterflies in the garden.  Use our close-focus 
butterfly binoculars to get a really close look.  Special activities for families 
available: scavenger hunts, meet the Metamorphosis Puppet and more. Garden 
walks are Come and Go or Come and Stay. The garden is free of charge and 
open to the public during Refuge hours.

For more information this event, please email:  friendsofhagerman@gmail.
com or call Patricia Crain (940) 391-5135

“When nature moves, butterflies take flight.” 
-Anthony T. Hincks
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Come Out and Enjoy the Parks of Pilot Point

WOOD ∙ TILE ∙ CARPET
VINYL ∙ LAMINATE

940-230-0013 
5285 S. HWY 377 AUBREY, TX 

Hours: Thurs 5pm-9pm, Fri 5pm-9pm                                 
and Saturday 12pm-9pm

5101 FM 424 Cross Roads TX 76227 (behind SCVM)

    940-440-5538

We Will...

~ Serve wines by the glass, flight and bottle. 

~ Have eight wines on tap.

~ Carry a variety of wines from 
     all over the world as well as Texas.

~ Serve small antipasto boards.

Welcome to Your  New Lifestyle Addiction

unwinedlifestyle.com

By Jane Loomis 

Mission for 
Water Safety in 

the 380 Corridor 
It was ten summers ago, I was taking my infant and toddler to the salt water 

pool in Providence Village and was astounded at how many children weren’t 
able swim. Most kids go from water-wings to walking in the shallow pools 
without ever learning to put their faces under the water. They never learn to 
properly relax or go from the vertical position in the water to horizontal.

From that day forward I made it my pilgrimage to juggle motherhood to 
fuel this passion and call to service to make our communities safer. What I saw 
then 10 years ago was parents who were tired from their daily commutes on 
Highway 380. There was no city-sponsored learn-to-swim programs that had 
been around for decades; while we have the access to pools through the Home 
Owner Associations freckled through the 380 Corridor. There was no quality 
program close enough to make a tired working parent ready to get back into 
their car to brave Highway 380.

So began what I like to call the “Conestoga Wagons” of group swimming 
lesson programs in this Eastern portion of Denton County. In the beginning, 
I provided the opportunity for kids to learn how to swim in my backyard pool 
and made lessons available to as many as I could possibly fit into eight weeks of 
summer vacation. What I wanted was for my small children and as many children 
as possible in the 380-area was to not only learn to safely swim but to learn the 
sport of swimming. To have the opportunity to learn all of the strokes and to 
graduate from my program and go onto Recreational, TAAF and USA Swimming 
teams - Swim 380, Denton Dolphins, Prosper Youth Sports Program (PYSA) or 
Frisco FAST. The ultimate dream that one day the local high schools would have 
swimmers who took their first strokes in my backyard to pave their way towards 
college scholarships. Today, as the school districts grow and develop in Denton, 
Aubrey and Little Elm. It is exciting to see those once young swimmers now 
participate in UIL and Regional Swim meets for Braswell High School.  I am 
hopeful to one day see all of the school districts adopt UIL Swim programs.   

As this area grows, so has our 
program. What started as less 
than 30 participants, has now 
grown into over 800 swimmers 
last year.  While I no longer 
operate out of my home, we 
have formed partnerships with 
local Home Owner Associations 
– Providence, Cross Oaks 
Ranch, Savannah, Wildridge, 

Hollyhock, Arrowbrooke, Sandbrock Ranch, Lilyana and Bluewood - to teach 
those in our own communities how to make our children safer. So why do we do 
it? Drowning is the leading cause of unintentional death for children between the 
ages of one and four according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). Drowning is preventable and the easiest way parents can help avoid this 
tragedy is monitoring their kids or enrolling them in swim lessons.

Tragedy can strike anyone – to famous or even in our own local communities. 
United States Olympian Bode Miller lost his 19-month old daughter to an 
accidental drowning at a neighbor’s house last June.  A month prior, a three-
year-old girl was the drowning victim at Little Elm Park Beach during a family 
gathering.

Every headline is a tear on my own heart. But the one that shook me the most 
in the last decade, was bearing witness to an online video from this past March, 
taken at a hotel pool in Florida of a three-year-old near-fatal drowning. Adults 
sat enjoying alcohol in a hot tub by the pool, leaving their children unattended 
within arm’s reach; one with inflatable water wings and one without. The one 
without went unnoticed under the surface of the water for over two terrifying 
minutes, while attendants were casually walking past and a little toddler was 
pointing and hitting the water, before he was rescued. Thankfully, he survived.

Every summer, there is an increased need for public service announcements 
demonstrating ways that we, as a community, can come together and make our 
public and residential pools safer for everyone. Here are just a few that come the 
forefront to my mind:
• Know who is at risk
• Know how to recognize a distressed swimmer (body position is feet down, 
head underwater; drownings are silent, not thrashing)
• Learn CPR
• Avoid alcohol or designate a “water-watcher” for your group
• Use certified life jackets if you swim in large bodies of open water
• Set some time between leisure activities to work with your children one-on-one 
without the water wings and help them establish confidence blowing bubbles 
and putting their faces under water.
• Sign your children up for swimming lessons!
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Come Out and Enjoy the Parks of Pilot Point
Movies in the Park is a free community event and it is off 

to an excellent start! It is the newest edition to a growing 
number of community events brought to you by the City of 
Pilot Point. The City Parks Board worked tirelessly on this 
development for several months.  In May, they showed A Dog's 
Way Home at Old City Park and on June 28th they will show 
Captain Marvel at Allen Groff Park.  The show starts at dusk 
and pre movie activities begin at 7:00 p.m.

The City of Pilot Point Parks Board will host several events 
this summer.  The “Movies in the Park” will be held through 
November at various locations throughout the City. . “We 
wanted to give local families a fun reason to get out and enjoy 
the city parks.” Explained Alice Holloway City Secretary and 
Parks Board Liaison.

Residents are encouraged to pack up the kids and watch a 
movie out under the stars! Families are encouraged to bring 
blankets or low-backed lawn chairs, food from your favorite 
local restaurant or snacks from home and mosquito spray to 
enhance their viewing experience. All movies are free and begin 
at dusk but may be canceled due to weather.  Please call City 
Secretary Alice Holloway at (940) 324-5025 or visit www.
cityofpilotpoint.org for more information. The City of Pilot 
Point Parks Board will also be hosting a “Schools Out Party” 
in June at the Old City Park.  The party will feature music, 
games, food, and of course special guests.

Community volunteers are always in need. Residents are 
encouraged to come out and get involved in their community 
by attending events, volunteering for them, or both!  

MOVIES
IN THE

PARK

PILOT POINT

AFTER DARK

JUNE 28TH
CAPTAIN MARVEL

Allen Groff Park

SHOW STARTS AT DUSK
PRE MOVIE ACTIVITIES 

START AT 7PM

FREE EVENT

brought to you by:

MAY 31ST 
A DOG’S WAY HOME

Old City Park

MOVIES
IN THE

PARK

PILOT POINT

AFTER DARK

JUNE 28TH
CAPTAIN MARVEL

Allen Groff Park

SHOW STARTS AT DUSK
PRE MOVIE ACTIVITIES 

START AT 7PM

FREE EVENT

brought to you by:

MAY 31ST 
A DOG’S WAY HOME

Old City Park
Some of the reasons to volunteer are: 

It only takes a few hours to do a lot of good for Pilot Point.
It’s a great opportunity to get to know your neighbors.

It’s a free outdoor workout! 
It’s a learning experience.

It’s rewarding.

The goal for these events are to bring the community together 
and enhance quality of life. The events are to provide meaning-
ful activities for adults and children and give families a reason to 
get out of the house.



Denton County on Tuesday, May 24, approved a property tax 
limitation for seniors and people with disabilities.

The move allows those who qualify to seek a tax limitation on their 
property to create a tax ceiling. The following year, if property values 
were to increase, the ceiling of current property taxes would be set the 
lower amount of the two calculations. The individual would not have 
to pay property tax on the difference between the “ceiling” amount 
and a new appraised amount.

This move on behalf of seniors and people with disabilities is in 
addition to a current exemption for people 65 and older of $55,000 
and $15,000 for people with disabilities.

“While there’s been some welcomed tax reform proposed 
in Austin, we are providing real tax relief to our seniors and 
disabled,” said Denton County Judge Andy Eads, who has been 
working with members of the court for years on providing relief 
for the taxpaying public. 

“We’ve routinely lowered the county’s tax rate and will continue 
to do so,” said Precinct 3 Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell, adding the 
county currently has the lowest tax rate of the past five years.

“Helping our seniors and those with disabilities is important to us,” 
said Precinct 2 Commissioner Ron Marchant. 

The county expects to see any loss in revenue from the tax 
limitation made up in new property construction.

“We are among the top 10 fastest growing counties in Texas and 
will be for the foreseeable future,” said Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Hugh Coleman.

“This is an important step for Denton County to take and one I’ve 
wanted since joining Commissioners Court on Jan. 1,” said Precinct 4 
Commissioner Dianne Edmondson.

The property tax limitation is effective immediately.

Denton County 
Commissioners OK Tax 

Limitations 
for Seniors and People 

with Disabilities
By Dawn Cobb
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Escape the heat and retreat to the cool confines 
of the Perot Museum with world’s largest display 
of artwork created from LEGO® bricks, plus new 
films, Asteroid Day, meet an architect, Moon Day, 
adults-only fun and the 2nd annual Dino Fest

With the sweltering Texas 
summer imminent, the Perot 
Museum will offer a cool retreat 
with seriously smart, amaze-your-
brain fun. Highlights include 
The Art of the Brick traveling 
exhibition, late nights, adults-only fun, sleepovers, 
Discovery Camps, a festival celebrating all things 
dinosaur and new films (including Apollo 11: 
First Steps Edition commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the first two people to land on 
the moon). Plus, the Museum will open an hour 
earlier each day from May 24-Sept. 2 for extended 
summer fun.

Receiving rave reviews, The Art of the Brick 
features the world’s largest display of LEGO art 
in what CNN has named a top 10 global must-see 
exhibition. Highlights include reimagined versions 
of famous masterpieces such as Michelangelo’s 
David and Van Gogh's Starry Night, a 20-foot 
T. rex (comprised of 80,000 LEGO bricks!), 
unique photography, and the fan favorite Yellow, 
a life-size sculpture of a man ripping his chest 
open with thousands of yellow LEGO bricks 
cascading from the cavity. (Yellow has gained 
pop-culture fame appearing on fashion labels, 
album covers and even in Lady Gaga’s music 
video “G.U.Y.”)  Plus, all ages can interact in 
the hands-on LEGO brick gallery – dubbed The 
Science of the Brick – featuring open creative 
spaces and building challenges. 

“The Art of the Brick provides 
a visually stunning and innovative 
collision of art, technology and 
science, sure to intrigue and inspire 
guests of all ages,” said Dr. Linda 
Silver, Eugene McDermott Chief 
Executive Officer of the Perot 
Museum. “This exhibition – like 
all of our exciting, hands-on summer activities 
– invites everyone to be curious and explore our 
world. Fostering that discovery and encouraging 
the next generation of scientists is what the Perot 
Museum is all about.” 

Other summer must-dos include Asteroid 
Day on June 30, Moon Day on July 20, new 
films opening May 24 – including the beloved 
Superpower Dogs 3D, Apollo 11: First Steps 
Edition and Wild Africa 3D – plus sleepovers, two 
Social Science events (ages 21 and up), Summer 
Nights (for all ages), extended hours and the 
National Geographic: Symphony for Our World 
with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra June 22-23. 

kids! Summer dates are June 21 (Science of Art) 
and Aug. 9 (Gastronomy). Tickets, which sell out 
fast, are $20 for members and $29 for non-members. 
Social Science is supported by Highland Capital 
Management and the Brown-Forman Corporation. 
Social Science: Gastronomy is additionally supported 
by Kroger. Automotive sponsor is Park Place 
Dealerships. Please drink responsibly.

ASTEROID DAY. To raise awareness about 
asteroids and explore solutions to minimize the 
threats they pose to the planet, the Museum will 
celebrate Asteroid Day on June 30 from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Asteroid Day is celebrated globally on June 
30 because on that day in 1908, the most recent 
large-impact asteroid impact occurred in Siberia. 
Examine real specimens, speak with experts, and 
find out about the possible dangers and potential 
benefits associated with these celestial objects. 

A DAY IN THE LIFE: ARCHITECT. Ever pondered 
a career in architecture? Then don’t miss A Day in 
the Life: Architect on Saturday, July 13, at 8:30 a.m. 
Meet local architects and learn all about their careers, 
then construct a building that could fit within the 
Dallas skyline. A panel of architects will judge the 
structures and award prizes to the top three buildings. 
After a friendly competition, enjoy refreshments and 
an exclusive look at The Art of the Brick exhibition 
guided by a Perot Museum Brainiac. Tickets – which 
include general admission – are $25 for members and 
$30 for non-members. Supported by the King family.

MOON DAY. Celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the Apollo 11 moon landing on July 20 from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. and explore life in space, launch rockets, 
create lunar settlements and more to commemorate 
this historic day. Don’t miss the film Apollo 11: First 
Steps Edition, in The Hoglund Foundation Theater. 
Moon Day is presented by Primrose Schools.

DISCOVERY CAMPS. Super 
heroes, wacky weather, dinosaurs, 
ocean animals, LEGOs and more! 
Pre-K through 6th graders can 
partake in week-long day camp 
sessions with hands-on experiments 
and interactive STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and math) 
activities at Discovery Camp. Additional Discovery 
Camps are available at The Hockaday School, a 
state-of-the-art facility with a unique makerspace. 
Discovery Camps will take place June 3-Aug. 16 
at the Perot Museum (English and Spanish camps 
offered) and The Hockaday School. Before- and 
after-care is available for K-6th grade. For info and 
to register, go to perotmuseum.org/camps. Presented 
by Exxon Mobil. Culinary Camp is additionally 
presented by Kroger. 

The Perot Museum is located at 2201 N. Field 
Street in Dallas, Texas. For parking information 
and other activities, events, and details, visit 
perotmuseum.org or call 214-428-5555.

The Museum will wrap up its summer thrills with 
the second-annual Dino Fest Aug. 31-Sept. 1!

For details on all the happenings, please see below. 
THE ART OF THE BRICK (through Aug. 18, 2019). 

Featuring intriguing works of art made exclusively 
from LEGO bricks, The Art of the Brick is a critically 
acclaimed traveling exhibition created by world-
renowned contemporary artist Nathan Sawaya. The 
Art of the Brick is designed to inspire ingenuity and 
creativity with original pieces and reimagined versions 
of some of the world's most famous art masterpieces 
including da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, Vermeer’s Girl 
with a Pearl Earring and a gallery showcasing an 
innovative, multimedia collection of LEGO-brick 
infused photography produced in tandem with 
award-winning photographer Dean West. In addition, 
the exhibition includes The Science of the Brick, 
presented by Texas Instruments, Inc., encouraging 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art 
and math) learning for all ages through hands-on 
building challenges, open play spaces and more. The 
Art of the Brick is presented locally by Highland 
Capital Management and the Dallas Tourism Public 
Improvement District. The Art of the Brick requires 
a surcharge.

SLEEPOVERS. Ever wonder 
what the Museum is like after 
hours? Then book an overnight 
adventure and feed your curiosity! 
Children ages 6-14 and their adult 
chaperones can get behind-the-
scenes access to the Museum’s 11 
exhibit halls complete with exclusive 
demonstrations, hands-on discovery, a late-night 
snack, 3D film and light breakfast to round out the 
experience. Sleepovers are set for June 29 (Super 
Science) and July 19 (STEM Cub Scout Nova) from 
6:30 p.m.-8 a.m. and are open to groups of all sizes 
– from a parent and child to entire organizations. 
Costs range from $45-$55 per child and $30-$45 per 
adult chaperone. Tickets go fast, so reserve today. 

SUMMER NIGHTS. Hang 
out late! The monthly Summer 
Nights return as the Perot Museum 
stays open until 8 p.m. with 
unique programming, speakers, 
performances, interactive demos 
and activities. Included with general 
admission, Summer Nights take 
place July 5 (Summer Science) and 
Aug. 1 (Maker) beginning at 5 p.m. Summer Nights: 
Maker is supported by Dallas County Community 
College District.

SOCIAL SCIENCE. A far cry from the typical 
dinner-and-a-movie date night, Social Science 
is the ultimate evening out for adults 21 and up. 
Highlights include interactive exploration, exciting 
experiments, discussions, signature cocktails and 
food by Wolfgang Puck, music and more – sans 

ESCAPE THE HEAT AND RETREAT
 to the Cool Confines of the Perot

A Perfect Daycation for the 380 Corridor!
SUMMER AT THE PEROT MUSEUM SIMMERS WITH SCIENCE AND COOL 

CREATIVITY AS THE ART OF THE BRICK BLOCKBUSTER EXHIBITION CONTINUES, 
PLUS LATE NIGHTS, CAMPS AND MORE
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magine a perfect summer day- lazing around with family 
and friends, getting in a pool to cool off, eating ice cream 
without worry. This dream is an easy reality at Water 
Works Park in Denton. The ideal summer day is right 
around the corner, and this is your formal invitation to 

have fun. The water park is a part of Denton Parks and Rec and 
is the perfect place for the community to come together, have 
fun, and cool off in the summer. There are slides, a lazy river, a 
kiddie play area, and an amazing wave pool. 
It’s easy to plan a perfect day at Water Works Park! 

Park for FREE. 
 Grab some sunscreen and puddle jumpers for the little 
ones at the Hula Hut. (We know it’s hard to remember 
everything! But don’t worry, it’s what we’re here for.)
 Rent a cabana and have a shady home base for the day.  
 Grab a bite at the Tidal Wave Café. We have smoothies, 
pizzas, salads, and much more. Did we mention Beth Marie’s 
and Dippin’ Dots ice cream? Or, bring a few snacks in your 
personal cooler!
 Take the kiddos inside the Natatorium for some inside 
pool time when they need a break from the summer sun.  The 

admission to the Nis included as part of your water 
park admission fee.

The award-winning water park truly offers 
something for all generations. Recently voted 
Best by North Texas Child Magazine in 2018 
and frequently voted as a favorite place for a 
birthday party in Denton County, we’re proud of 
what we bring to the community. 

We also offer unique classes that can really 
make for a fun experience at Water Works Park. 

Kayaking the Lazy River
Kids and parents can take these fun classes 

that teach the basics of kayaking in the lazy 
river! Participants will learn introductions to 
paddling and introduction rolling. 

Aquatic Explorer Camp
Each week campers will enjoy different 

themes that take them on adventures all around 
the Natatorium and Water Works Park. The 
camp is for ages 7 to 14. Did you know that 90 
percent of kids reported that they made new 
friends and felt happier after summer camp? 

PLAN A PERFECT DAY 
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at Denton Water Works Park! 

Dolphins Summer Splash Camp
Does your kid love to swim? This swim camp is structured similar to 

competitive events on a traditional swim team. Campers must be 6 years old or 
older and be able to swim the length of the pool unassisted. 

River Robics 
Take walking to a new level when you go for a stroll in the lazy river! This 

evening, cardio class features step aerobics, resistance work, and more. For 
ages 16 and older, it’s a great way to discover the joys of physical activity in an 
intergenerational class. 

We know that Water Works Park is fun, but we also believe it’s a service to the 
community. It’s essential to get outside and find new opportunities to engage 

outside of the digital world. Recent research 
suggests that our quality of life improves 
when we spend time with our families and 
friends making connections. This fosters 
physical and emotional growth and can 
create bonds across generations. 

Please check out our website at 
www.denntonwaterworks.com for 
additional information about hours of 
operation, fees, rentals, special events, 
programs, and more. Can’t wait to see 
you at Water Works Park!
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By Jessica Sanders, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension-Denton County, 
Photos By National 4-H

Create Fond Memories 
for Your Children                            
AT TEXAS 4-H 
SUMMER CAMP

One of my fondest memories of childhood 
is packing my bags and boarding the vehicle 
headed to Brownwood.  We were off to 4-H 
camp!  I’m sure my mom was probably more 
excited than we were…a week with no kids in 
the house!  I can still remember the excitement 
that coursed through my veins as I met new 
friends, swam every day, visited the craft 
area where I learned about leather crafting, 
participated in talent night and enjoyed the 
dances each night.  I also remember the 
disappointment when I learned that I still had to 

do chores!  I had to make my bed, clean the cabin and serve on cafeteria 
duty. However, completing these tasks with friends made it almost fun.  
I would not trade my memories of 4-H camp for anything in the world!

I still get to enjoy 4-H camp almost every summer and it is still 
one of my favorite job assignments!  I want to encourage you to 
consider sending your child or grandchild to camp this summer.  I 
have compiled the top five reasons I think every child should have the 
opportunity to enjoy summer camp.

5.  Camp encourages healthy lifestyles and physical activity.  
Many of our children are struggling with obesity and sedentary 
lifestyles due to video games, television and computers.  At camp 
they have the freedom to smell the fresh air, observe the stars 
under a moonlit sky, learn about native wildlife, canoe in the 
lake, play a sport or take a hike.  All this physical activity leads to 
happier, healthier youth.

4.  Camp allows our youth to unplug.  Children leave their cell 
phones, iPod and other electronic devices at home for the week.  
This gives children the opportunity to discover their creative side.  
They are actually called upon to engage in the real world of trees, 
soil, water and wildlife.  Our children often suffer from “Nature 
Deficit Disorder”.  Camp can definitely remedy this situation.

3.  Camp is a great place to learn new skills.  Children have the 
opportunity to learn new crafts, new games and new sports.  They 
might shoot a rifle for the first time or learn how to use a bow and 
arrow in archery.  They may develop their swimming skills or learn to 
play the most crazed game…ga ga ball!!  Learning a new skill can help 
bolster a young person’s confidence which will carry into other areas of 
their life.

2.  Camp allows children to make new friends.  They will have 
the opportunity to meet other campers from several different Texas 
counties.  This allows them to learn of other 4-H programs and 
become knowledgeable of cultural diversity they may not otherwise 
experience.  Many of these campers will go on to see each other 
at various 4-H events throughout their career.  It’s always fun to 
recognize someone else when you are away from home.

1.  It’s just plain FUN!!
Deadlines are fast approaching! To sign your child up by June 14th 

to avoid late fees, 4-H membership not required. Register Online: at 
texas4hcenter.tamu.edu

Contact the Denton County AgriLife Extension Office for more 
information on these and other camp/workshop opportunities offered 
throughout the summer.

Visit our website https://denton.agrilife.org/ , call (940)349-2884 or 
email jessica.sanders@ag.tamu.edu for more information.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in 
its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, 
sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, 
veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M 
University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County 
Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating
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Opening Early June
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Blue Collared Hero                                                   
GLEN TEMPLETON 
Rollicking in Pilot Point! 

“I’m not sure I chose country 
music, in a way it kind of chose 
me” claims blue-collared hero Glen 
Templeton, who is living proof 
that fate favors the fearless. Glen 
Templeton’s legacy began to unfold 
in 2008, when he was hand-picked 
by the daughters of country music 
legend Conway Twitty to portray 
their father in the touring musical 
tribute to the late icon. They had 
first heard about Glen through Joni 
Twitty’s husband, John Wesley Ryles.  
Ryles, a noted studio background 
vocalist, had worked with Glen on 
demo projects.  With more than 
20,000 hopefuls auditioning for the 
part, Joni Twitty finally found a 

powerful voice capable of conveying many of the same qualities Conway had.
“One of the biggest thrills of my life was performing the inaugural show of 

the musical.” Explains Templeton.  We were still waiting for my wardrobe to be 
finished for the tour and I actually got to wear some of Conway’s old suites.  I 
wore these custom wigs they made for me out in L.A. I was singing his songs 
and hearing people react to them the way they must have reacted to him. In 
a way, it was like getting a chance to literally walk in the shoes of one of my 
musical heroes.”  

Glen’s star-studded debut launched the beginning of an epic journey, catapulting 
him into the public eye with appearances on CMT, The Grand Ole Opry, The 
Ryman and more. Sharing stages with the likes of Loretta Lynn, George Jones, 
Montgomery Gentry, LoCash and countless others.  

In his early Nashville Days, he worked the clubs on lower Broadway.  At 

ty Kerrigan Barry, Publicist

Photo By Black Creek Pictures

Photo By Sara Kauss Photography

the world famous Tootsie’s, it wasn’t uncommon for an “A 
List” star to hop up on the stage to do a few songs with Glen 
and the band.

After earning a reputation as one of the best singer-
songwriters to play the shotgun bars and honkytonks in 
Nashville, Glen was recruited by Mike Murphy, owner of the 
Cowboy’s Dancehall clubs in Texas.  He toured the circuit 
playing to several thousand people each weekend and for his 
own shows and the opening act for a number of top names 
in country music.

Never forgetting his old school country roots, Glen cites 
the shows he performed on tour with George Jones in early 
2009 as some of his favorites. He has also appeared on 
CMT, The Grand Ole Opry, The Ryman, and a long list of 
regional performance venues.

Securing a foothold as a performing artist on the country 
music stage in 2010, Templeton crisscrossed the country 
playing events such as The AMC’s All-Star Jam, Country 
Jam USA, Cheyenne Frontier Days and numerous state 
fairs and festivals in his rollicking stage show.

From producers, studio musicians and music industry 
vets to country radio and its listeners, Glen Templeton has 
set out to impress and inspire. No bells, no whistles, just 
straight down the pipe, Glen is genuine in his performance, 
his studio recordings translate as undeniably and absolute 
as his live stage shows.  Country music may have chosen 
Glen Templeton, but it won’t be long before country music 
fans all over the country are choosing Glen Templeton’s 
music.

Glen Templeton has amassed an immeasurable number 
of faithful fans and followers, contributing to millions 
of streams on Spotify, Apple Music and YouTube, while 
simultaneously securing #1 spots on the radio charts, 
including Sirius XM, with good-time anthems like Ball 
Cap. Fueled by uncompromising tenacity and raw talent, 
Glen Templeton is touring non-stop, gearing up to release 
his most anticipated project yet.

Join the fun on Pilot Point's Historic Square for this 
toe-tapping free event on July 5th at 6:00 p.m. 

Free Concert on Pilot 
Point Historic Square
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WHERE
TRANQUILITY

AND
CONVENIENCE

MEET

VISIT OUR MODEL HOMES TODAY!

HOMES FROM
$300s to $500s

lilyanabyhillwood.com

4 4 0 0  S U N F LOW E R  L A N E ,  
C E L I N A ,  T X  7 5 0 0 9

Lilyana is just minutes north of 

Frisco, nestled in picturesque Celina 

in Prosper ISD. Whether you’re 

enjoying get-togethers at the 

outdoor pavilion or cooling o� in the 

luxury-style pool, you’ll find there’s 

always plenty to do.
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Aubrey 
Florist

400 S Hwy 377
Aubrey, Tx

940-365-9940
Locally owned and operated 

by The Slay Family

Aubrey 
Florist

400 S Hwy 377
Aubrey, Tx

940-365-9940
Locally owned and operated 

by The Slay Family

Aubrey 
Florist

400 S Hwy 377
Aubrey, Tx

940-365-9940
Locally owned and operated 

by The Slay Family

Mention the Promo Code 
LOVE and receive 
10% OFF
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 The Gift of   
 Reading
to Children

Come out and enjoy the Plano Community Band on the Historic Downtown 
Square in Pilot Point, Texas on June 30th at 7:00 p.m. This is free family friendly 
concert is sponsored by the Lake Ray Roberts Rotary Club and Music on Main Street. 

The Plano Community Band is celebrating 40 years of making music.  This 
group of over 70 volunteer musicians performs free concerts year round at venues 
including the Eisemann Center in Richardson and Haggard Park in Plano.  The 
musicians range in age from their 20s to their 70s and come from all walks of life.  
Many of the musicians are current or former band directors, but many other fields 
are represented including attorneys, IT specialists, engineers, consultants, contractors 
and others.  The band rehearses once a week and plays a variety of music.  The band is 
supported by private donations and in part from a grant from the City of Plano. The 
band is committed to making music accessible to our neighbors of all ages.  Through 
our educational outreach program, we aim for the betterment of the youth in our 
community. The band’s “Music for Life” program takes volunteer musicians into the 
public schools to help and encourage young musicians to continue making music into 
adulthood. Through the language of music, we bring people together.

Conductor bios:
JOE FRANK, JR. – ARTISTIC DIRECTOR                                                                     

AND PRINCIPAL CONDUCTOR
Joe Frank Jr. is a retired music educator and band director with over 35 years of 

experience working with student and adult musicians in Texas and Georgia. He 
was born in Harlingen in the Rio Grande Valley and spent most of his adult years 
in Richardson and Sherman, Texas. Joe taught for 17 years in the Richardson ISD 
where mentors, such as Joe Frank, Sr., Richard Floyd, Tommy Guilbert, Robert Floyd, 
and Howard Dunn helped form his concepts of teaching students; and interpreting, 
rehearsing and performing wind band literature. In 1990, Joe became Director 
of Bands for the Sherman ISD and helped lead the Sherman Bands to 14 years of 

successful performances, competitions and statewide recognition. While living in 
Athens, Georgia, Joe became director of the Classic City Band and developed a love 
for working and making music with adults. Joe is a third-generation band director. 
His father, Joe Frank, Sr., was a well-known Texas band and orchestra director, and 
charter member of the Phi Beta Mu Band Director Hall of Fame.

Joe currently lives in Denison, Texas, with his wife Becky. He is a frequent 
clinician/consultant and adjudicator for middle school and high school bands. His 
daughter Jessica currently plays clarinet in the Plano Community Band and his son 
Jeff is a pediatric neurologist in Oregon. Joe enjoys sailing, golf, snow-skiing and 
traveling with Becky.

JAMES CARTER – ASSOCIATE CONDUCTOR
Jim Carter was born in Texas City, Texas, and has made Plano home since 1969, 

going through the Plano schools and its band program at Plano Senior High under 
the direction of Charles Forque. During his high school days, Jim was privileged 
to have played with Doc Severinsen and Allen Vizzutti, but his first love always 
seemed to be jazz. After graduation, he was selected to play with the National 
Bandmasters Association Jazz Band, performing with Marvin Stamm at the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Jim attended Sam Houston University on a 
music scholarship, receiving his degree in Music Education in 1991. While at Sam 
Houston, Jim studied under Dr. Fisher Tull, Dr. Gary Sousa and Dr. Rod Cannon, 
headed up the recording and archiving of concert performances and was a member 
of Kappa Kappa Psi. After teaching a couple of years, Jim returned to Plano and 
began working in the communications field. He currently holds the position of 
Director of A/V and Computer Services for the 4,500 member Custer Road United 
Methodist Church. To keep music in his life, Jim joined the Plano Community 
Band in 1993 as the baritone saxophone player. Jim also plays with many Dallas 
area jazz and big bands. He became the band’s associate conductor in 1995. Jim 
resides in Plano, Texas.

Celebrating 40 Years                                                                                       
of Making Music
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Victorian Piano Inaugural Concert
Saturday, May 11, there was a full house for the inaugural concert of the Victorian 

Piano Festival contributing to the Building Maintenance Fund of the Central Christian 
Church in Pilot Point.  Most tickets were already sold online and there were just a few 
available at the door!

The formidable cause of saving an iconic turn-of-the-century church building 

Article and Photos by Sergey Mishenev

in historic Pilot Point, along 
with Francis Vidil’s international 
reputation rallied an audience from 
Denton county, Plano, Dallas, Fort 
Worth, Houston, etc.

One could sense the enthusiasm in 
the crowd whose heart appreciated great 
music when played.  The audience was 
transported to gentler and graceful times 
on the eve of Mother’s Day thanks to this 
unique Victorian Piano and of course 
Francis Vidil and his selected repertoire.  

Women attendees were given a pink 
rose to honor their presence.

The Victorian Piano Festival now 
dares you to rendez-vous Saturday, 
October 26, 2019 at 7 p.m. for an 
intriguing Halloween-classics concert.  
Halloween is one of the preferred 
holidays of Francis Vidil.  He would 
not miss Halloween in Pilot Point for 
anything in the world!...So all may 
costume dress up in a modest and 
appropriate style to attend.  Make sure to 
write this new concert in your calendars!
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Presented by Frisco Square 
By Paige Scheer

Frisco Square Property Owners Association presents Music 
in the Square a free summer event held on Simpson Plaza each 
Friday night in June, from 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Music in the Square is a free event featuring an amazing 
line-up of talented musicians. Bring friends and family, grab a 
picnic, some blankets or chairs and enjoy listening to a variety 
of musicians as the sun sets. 
Summer line up:

June 7th: Justin Mason is a Texas native 
and no stranger to country music.  He 
grew up listening to all of the greats, 
and he brings that sound to his music 
today.  Singing original songs, as well as 
some of the country classics, Justin is a 
true entertainer.  He loves performing 
and has all of his audiences dancing and 
singing along! 
June 14th: Moving Colors is one of the 
most popular bands in the Dallas area 
performing a wide variety of music and 
incorporating some buckets and trash 
cans in their routine as well. They love 
to have fun on stage.
June 21st: The Vinyl Stripes The Vinyl 
Stripes take you back to the beginnings 
of Rock and Roll with classic Rockabilly 
hits from the 50's,Surf music from the 
60's and new music done up in that 
style!
June 28th: Monte Montgomery You 
can call it prescient or predetermined, 
but when Terry Lickona, undisputed 
tastemaker and producer of Austin 
City Limits, plucked a then relatively 
unknown guitar talent to tape a segment 
of the legendary show, one had the 
sense that this was just the beginning. 

Since that jaw dropping performance, Monte Montgomery has 
embarked on an almost fantasy like rock and roll roller coaster 
ride filled with dizzying accomplishments and mind blowing 
accolades. Named one of the “Top 50 All-Time Greatest Guitar 
Players” by Guitar Player Magazine, he’s been called everything 
from “guitar-god” to the “answer to the Fermi Paradox”.

For more information please visit friscosquare.com/MITS

Leslie Thompson  
Senior Mortgage Loan Originator  
NMLS# 469210  |  lthompson@ibtx.com
Office - 940.565.7054  |  Cell - 972.658.2189 

NMLS #411428  |  ibtx.com  | 

  • 33 years of mortgage experience 
  • Expertise in working with First-time Homebuyers
  • Competitive pricing, fast approvals and an easy closing

We believe in building strong, healthy communities, 
and that begins with experienced lenders, personalized 
service, competitive rates and a quick closing. 

BUILDING STRONG 
COMMUNITIES TOGETHER
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HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MCKINNEY 
Earns Main Street Accreditation for 15th Year

he City of McKinney’s historic downtown has once 
again been designated as an accredited Main Street 

America program for meeting rigorous performance standards 
set by the National Main Street Center. This is the 15th time 
McKinney Main Street has been recognized nationally for 
their exemplary commitment to preservation-based economic 
development and community revitalization.

Accreditation signifies commitment to comprehensive 
revitalization, community engagement, and rigorous outcome 
measurement. McKinney Main Street demonstrated the 
program was fostering strong public-private partnerships, 
securing an operating budget, tracking programmatic progress 
and actively preserving historic buildings. 

In 2018, 330 housing units were added, 13 new businesses 
located, relocated or expanded to downtown McKinney, 44 jobs 
were created and more than $23 million reinvestment dollars 
were added in public and private development.

“For the past 15 years this national accreditation has 
recognized the McKinney Main Street staff and volunteers 
dedicated efforts to preserve Downtown McKinney’s charm and 
special sense of place while also spurring economic development. 
Most recently the Texas Cultural District designation and 
completed Davis at the Square mixed-use development which 
are attracting residential growth and providing tourists from 
all over the country more reasons to visit,” said Main Street 
Program Director Amy Rosenthal. 

Significant happenings in 2018 for McKinney Main Street include:
The completion Davis at the Square, the nine-acre mixed-
use development at the southwest corner of Davis Street and 
McDonald Street.
The relocation and completion of the 53,000-square-foot Playful 
Corporation Headquarters at Davis at the Square.
Two public parking garages opened totaling over 1,500 parking spots.
Historic Downtown McKinney was designated as a Texas Cultural 
District.
Wireless speakers were installed throughout the district adding 
to the ambiance. 
LED lights were added to the historic water tower.
Record attendance numbers for downtown signature event 
Oktoberfest.
For more information, visit www.downtownmckinney.com

By Frances La Rue
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RUSTIC FURNITURE DEPOT
Quality Furniture at a Very Affordable Price!

Largest Selection of Rustic In the Metroplex
Serving the Metroplex since 2002

Solid Wood Furniture & Quality Constuction
Multiple Beds from $299 Queen and $349 King

Bedroom Sets from $999 and up
Table Sets from $649

Family Owned

11901 US HWY 380 • Cross Roads, TX 76227

940.440.0455 • rusticfurnituredepot.com

Twin Cities South Trailer Sales has been serving your trailer been for over 32 years.
We buy used trailers and need clean trades. Low, fixed-rate long term financing too!
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Would you like to be in the next issue of 380Guide? If so send us your travel photo with 
your 380Guide to YouCanTakeItWithYou@380Guide.com

Mariah Acevedo took her 380Guide 
to the Scarborough Renaissance 

Festival in Waxahachie, Texas.

Pilot Point Chamber of Commerce celebrated the opening of Tipsy Pig in Pilot 
Point, TX.  380Guide was there for the opening event.  Come out and try their 

delicious BBQ and met the new owner, Justin Hollman and his great staff.   

Rinie Peace, 
owner of Unique 

Beautique, located 

in the Snyder 
Building at 8300 

U.S. Highway 380, 

took her 380Guide 

with her to her 
opening.

Mike and Sharon 
George took their 
380Guide with them 
while connecting to 
Kadavu Island in Fiji. 

O'Dell Nursery, located on Highway 377 in Krugerville, TX, celebrated their one year anniversary.                                                                      
Yes, 380Guide was there to join the celebration! 

Twin Cities South Trailer Sales has been serving your trailer been for over 32 years.
We buy used trailers and need clean trades. Low, fixed-rate long term financing too!
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A SLICE OF NEW YORK!
Joe's Pizza Pasta and Subs

By Karen Svien Johnson, 380Guide

The 380 Corridor has its own 
New York-style Pizzeria restaurant 
located in Little Elm just west of 
Lowe’s, with a new fresh look. 
Joe’s Pizzas has been remodeled 
with striking colors and a slightly 
modern high tech f lare. Numerous 
televisions and a projection screen 
have been added for those who 
enjoy sports while sipping a beer 
or wine at the updated bar and 
visiting with folks. 

While there have been some 
changes the important things at 
Joe’s remain constant, the New 
York neighborhood atmosphere, 
great food and many customers 
are known by name.

So a little more about what 
hasn’t changed! Let’s start with 
the incredibly delicious, authentic 
New York style, hand tossed 

pizza which is also available 
by the slice!  Anyone who has 
spent considerable time or lived 
in New York City recognizes 
the authenticity. This praise is 
passed around and readily heard 
by people who found Joe’s after 
searching for that genuine New 
York pie!

No surprise as Gilly, the chef and 
owner, is from Brooklyn and believes 
the secret is in the preparation.  
Chef Gilly only uses premium 
ingredients and everything is made 
fresh to order so remember to allow 
time for perfection!

The menu is not limited 
to amazing crusted pizza, 
but includes crisp salads, a 
variety of handmade rolls, and 
beckoning appetizers such as 
spicy meatballs, buttery garlic 
knots and a unique sauced 
calamari.  A vast variety of 
traditional Ita lian entrées 
are featured, including tasty 
chicken parmesan, creamy 
fettuccine, calzones, spaghetti, 
and so much more!  Gilly has 
an additional entrée section of 
Chef Specials such as his a lways 
popular Chicken Portof ino, 
which is a mouthwatering 
chicken dish sautéed with 
black olives, mushrooms, and 
green peppers with a delicate 
cream sauce. There are a lso the 
all-time favorites such as the 

shrimp scampi, and a pink-
sauced lobster ravioli, yum! You 
must have the dining experience 
to appreciate how exceptionally 
good the food really is. The 
variety on the menu means 
there is something for everyone! 

Joe’s gives back to the 
community by donating to the 
area schools.  On Mondays and 
Thursdays they host workshops 
for special education students.  

The restaurant is inviting and 
family friendly. People tend to 
become regulars at Joe’s, it has that 
type of come stay a while feel.  The 
area police officers, and city workers 
often drop in for a slice. Don’t be 
surprised if when you drop in you 
don’t recognize a face or two.  

If you are looking for a 
mouthwatering meal, or appetizers 
to serve at business lunches, pool 
parties, or gatherings of friends 
and families, think of Joe’s. 
You can pick up your food and 
delivery is offered. Catering is also 
available for your special event. 

To view the menu go to joespizza.
com or stop in at 2765 E. 
Eldorado Parkway, Suite 
220, next to Lowes. 
Orders can be placed 
on line or by calling 
469-362-9663.
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940-686-5853

Whether you are a do it yourselfer or need assistance our family is here to help!
4765 US HWY 377  •  Aubrey, TX  76227

Let Us Meet All Your Landscaping Needs!  •  Come Grow with Us!

O’Dells   Nursery

• Landscape Design     
• Custom Landscaping Install   
• Retaining Walls & Drainage
• Landscape Spruce Ups    
• Sprinkler System Install & Repair   
• Flagstone Patios & Walkways    
• Rock & Brick Borders     
• Hydromulch & Sod
• Firepits 

• Shrubs
• Trees
• Mulch
• Soil
• Edging
• Fruit Trees & Vegetables
• Elizabeth Lauren Creations
• Delivery available

LI9638


