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EXPLORE EVERYTHING               
DENTON PARKS AND RECREATION 
HAS TO OFFER

IT'S WHAT COWBOYS DO                                              
THE NORTH TEXAS FAIR AND RODEO

LARGE,ENTHUSIASTIC CROWD 
CELEBRATES SHARON COX                                   
AT BUILDING DEDICATION

LONE STAR LODGE AND MARINA 
YOUR TRANQUILLE ESCAPE                       

DOWN THE STREET

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES                                         
FOR YOUTH IN DENTON COUNTY

READY TO BE ON LAKE TIME?



Water Works Park
2400 Long Rd., Denton TX 76209  (940) 349-8800

Enjoy a wave pool, concessions, 
four giant water slides, two toddler slides,

children's play pool, lazy river, cabanas,
sand volleyball, party pavilions, and more!

Learn more at www.dentonwaterworks.com

Season Passes are available online!



Make a Splash this Summer at Denton Water 
Works Park.  Photo provided by Maria Denison 

at Denton Parks and Recreation
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Water Works Park
2400 Long Rd., Denton TX 76209  (940) 349-8800

Enjoy a wave pool, concessions, 
four giant water slides, two toddler slides,

children's play pool, lazy river, cabanas,
sand volleyball, party pavilions, and more!

Learn more at www.dentonwaterworks.com

Season Passes are available online!
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Save the date for summertime fun and excitement for the 
entire family, the North Texas Fair & Rodeo (NTFR) brings 
delicious fair food, carnival rides, exceptional vendors, live music 
and intense rodeo action to Denton, Texas every August. The 
94th annual NTFR will take place August 19-27, 2022. 

Nightly rodeos start at 7:30 p.m. followed by some of the 
hottest country music! Aaron Lewis will kick off the event on the 
Miller Lite Main Stage Friday, August 19, and the fun will continue 
with headlining performances by the Bellamy Brothers, La Zenda 
Nortena, Jake Hooker & the Outsiders, Dylan Wheeler, Kody West, 
Casey Donahew, Stoney LaRue, Charley Crockett and Josh Turner.  

Every August, NTFR consistently brings exceptional 
country music to the north Texas region. Nevertheless, with 
a rapidly growing association built on several generations of 
memberships and volunteers, NTFR strives to place family fun 
and tradition at the forefront of everything it does.

“We continue to support our youth, agriculture and 
community,” said NTFR Executive Director Glenn Carlton. “We 
strive every year to make this event better than it was the 
previous year. We want to bring you fun and excitement for the 
whole family.”

The NTFR accomplishes this by hosting talented musical 
artists, professional and youth rodeos, livestock exhibitions, a 
premier midway and special exhibits. 

Continuing the legacy of the association, this year’s event 
will once again bring the north Texas community together to 
cherish our western heritage with LIVE entertainment, FUN 
attractions and NEW exhibits! The 2022 NTFR will feature two 
new family-friendly exhibits, Puppy Pals and Nature Nick’s 
Animal Adventures.

The NTFR is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to 
the preservation of western heritage. All revenue is reinvested 
into programs, scholarships and facilities. The NTFR contributes 
around $500,000 each year to area youth. According to the 
Center of Economic Development at the University of North 
Texas, the NTFR and its facilities have a $7 million economic 
impact in Denton County and an approximately $4 million 
impact on the City of Denton.

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit ntfair.com
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Diagnosis & Treatment of Eye Disease 
and Vision Disorders

Leslie Bubela, O.D. 
Bert Bubela, O.D. 

Therapeutic Optometrists 
Optometric Glaucoma Specialists

972-292-0900 
1200 E. Eldorado Pkwy, Suite 100 

Little Elm, TX 75068 
www.littleelmeyecare.com

Kick it up at NT Fair and Rodeo in Double D Boots!
Come visit us in store or online at ppfeed.net 

1156 N. Hwy. 377, Pilot Point, TX 76258  
(940) 686-3333   

 We are more than just a feed store. 
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By Steven Baringer

It has only been spring 
for a few weeks, but Denton 
County 4-H is in full swing 
planning summer events. 
Our goal for all of our 
summer events is to offer 
the youth in Denton County 
to experience a little of 
AgriLife Extension and 4-H. 
We have various programs 
for all ages, covering a topics 
ranging from Food and 
Nutrition to STEM and 
more. In this article I will 
talk about each program 
Denton County 4-H will 
be offering, as well as two 
that our fellow Extension 
professionals are planning.

Clover Kids Camp
Our Clover Kids Camp 

is for youth who are not old 
enough to be official 4-H 
members yet. It is open to 
kindergarten through second 
graders, and will be held on 
July 12-14 at the North Texas 
Fairgrounds in Fair Hall. 
They will be experiencing 
what 4-H has to offer each 
morning from 9 am to 12 
pm! This camp will focus on 
Texas 4-H’s Top Five Project 
Areas: Food & Nutrition, 
Agriculture, Leadership 
and Citizenship, Natural 
Resources, and STEM. 
There is no cost associated 
with this event and to 
register please visit denton.
agrilife.org/upcoming/.

4-H Summer Expo
Denton County 4-H has 

so much to offer! To help 
showcase this we have created 
an event for the entire family. 
On Wednesday, July 27th 
from 3-7 PM, we will have 
a 4-H Summer Expo held at 
the North Texas Fairgrounds. 
We are encouraging our 
4-H clubs to set up a booth 
highlighting one project or 
event that Denton County 
4-H offers. Some of the 
activities include STEM 
Robotics, Archery, Food 
and Nutrition, Horticulture, 
Small and Large Animal 
Showcase, Camping 
Education and more! For 
more information contact 
Victoria Scott at victoria.
scott@dentoncounty.gov or 
940-349-2884.

4-H & FCH Boot Camp
One of Texas 4-H’s 

largest projects is Food 
and Nutrition. We want 
to provide an opportunity 
this summer for youth who 
may be new or experienced 
in this project, to have a 
chance to learn. This is a 
two day camp. The first 
day will cover Food & 
Nutrition while the second 
day will focus on Fashion 
and Interior Design. There is 
no cost associated with this 
camp and you do not have 
to attend both days. It will 

be held on Tuesday, August 
2nd and Thursday August 4th, 
from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. To 
register you can visit denton.
agrilife.org/upcoming/.

I also wanted to mention 
two other camps this summer. 
The first is the Farm to Table 
Camp that Denton Parks and 
Rec and our colleagues at the 
AgriLife Extension office are 
hosting. It will be June 13-17, 
from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm at 
Clear Creek Heritage Center. 
The cost for this camp is $65. 
Youth who attend this camp 
will learn where food comes 
from and how to prepare it in 
a healthy way by bringing the 
farm to their table! To register 
please visit dentonparks.com.

Lastly, the other camp I 
wanted to throw out there 
was the JMG & JMN Camp. 
JMG & JMN is Junior Master 
Gardner and Naturalist. This 
camp will be held June 20-24 for 
youth in Denton County. More 
information on this camp will be 
out soon. You can follow Denton 
County Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension on Facebook to stay up 
to date on both of these camps.

For any questions you may 
have about Denton County 
4-H or our 4-H summer 

calendar, you can keep up with 
us on social media or contact 
myself at steven.baringer@
ag.tamu.edu or call 940-349-
2884. I hope to see you and 
your family this summer!

More About 4-H
4-H is a community of young 

people across America who are 
learning leadership, citizenship 
and life skills. 4-H is about 
having fun, learning, exploring 
and discovering. In 4-H, young 
people make new friends, develop 
new skills, become leaders and 
help shape their communities. 
More than 65,000 Texas youth 
are enrolled members of 4-H 
community clubs in Texas. 
Another 850,000 Texas youth get 
involved in 4-H through special 
educational opportunities at 
school, in after school programs, 
or at neighborhood or youth 
centers. These youth live in 
cities, suburbs, small towns and 
rural communities.

4-H gives them a chance to 
pursue their own interests – 
from photography to computers, 
from building rockets to raising 
sheep. A list of 4-H projects is 
available here. They go places 
– to camp, to state and national 
conferences. They learn to be 
leaders and active citizens.
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Wakefield Research, 93%  percent of U.S. 
adults say a summer activity from parks and 
recreation brings back happy memories. 
Why not make new memories and 
participate in the 24th Annual Liberty 5K 
Run or 1-Mile Walk. Make a day of it, walk 
or run in the morning, stay for the parade, 
and then visit Quakertown Park for the July 
Jubilee. Consider participating in the Hot 
Dog Eating Contest or enjoy live music, 
food trucks, inflatables, carnival games, and 
lots of fun.

Go With the Flow
 Another option is to take a 

kayaking class. This introduction 
to paddling class covers basic boat 
orientation, safety skills, and stroke 
technique. For ages eight and older, 
it's an excellent opportunity all ages to 
engage and discover healthy fun in an 
intergenerational class. 

As community needs grow and expand, 
so do the programs and services offered 
by city parks and recreation departments. 
Traditionally the focus has been on health 
and fitness programs and facilities, but 
that has surprisingly changed and grown 
to include experiences that are actively 
social and family-centric, as well as 
intergenerational. 

With the support through participation, 
non-traditional opportunities continue 
to grow and serve as a means for youth to 
engage both physically and emotionally 
and for adults to socialize with youth and 
actively participate.

Here’s a sample of events to expect this 
summer from Denton Parks and Recreation!

Celebrate Independence               
Day Together
In a 2021 NRPA survey conducted by 

laygrounds, recreation centers, 
sports leagues, and summer 

camps are just a few things 
that come to mind when we think 

of traditional parks and recreation. 
Experience something new this summer 
and join Denton Parks and Recreation 
for July’s Parks and Recreation Month. 
We challenge you to explore our parks, 
pools, and playground. Look beyond 
the facilities for unique and enjoyable 
opportunities that benefit all ages.
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Big Wave Days
If you haven't discovered the wave 

pool at Water Works Park, then this 
summer is the perfect time! It's just the 
right mix of fun and relaxation as the 
waves differ in size and f low between 
cycles. The park is also home to four 
giant waterslides, two toddler slides, a 
children's play pool, a lazy river, sand 
volleyball, cabanas, party pavilions, 
and more!

Get Down and Dirty
Community gardens cultivate lifelong 

lessons about the origins of what we 

consume and foster the desire for 
healthy, fresh eating. For some 
families, a community garden with 
rentable plots is the only chance they 
have for growing their own fruits and 
vegetables. The community garden 
at Bowling Green Park in Denton 
is a great example of how parks and 
recreation has grown outside of the box 
and encourages families to cultivate 
new outdoor experiences.

Blow off some ST EAM
That’s right, STEAM, not STEM, 

which stands for “Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math.” STEAM 
adds ART by acknowledging that 
STEM naturally involves the need to 
be creative in some form or fashion. 
Most communities, regardless of where 
you live, offer summer learning camps 
either through parks and recreation, the 
local school district, or in some cases, 
through a partnership. Youth Tech Inc., 
a non-profit computer camp, teaches 
programs such as Gaming and Coding, 
Animation, and Video Game Design at 
MLK Jr. Recreation Center.

Regardless of what you choose 
to discover at Denton Parks and 
Recreation, each activity will help build 
an active body and mind, relieve stress, 
and enhance social interaction. To 
find a new registration-based program, 
a fun community event, or explore a 
new park, playground, or trail, visit                              
http://www.dentonparks.com.
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In a beautiful outdoor 
setting underneath a 
sun-drenched sky, 250 guests 
celebrated the building 
dedication ceremony for the 
Sharon Cox Communications 
Center, a center named 
for a former journalist and 
state education advocate. 
Those on hand included 
district dignitaries, former 
employees and colleagues, 
and professional peers of the 
building’s namesake. 

Denton ISD Board of 
Trustees President Doug Chadwick started the event off with a warm welcome 
message and thanked the attendees for being on hand to honor Mrs. Cox. He 
was followed in remarks by Dr. Jamie Wilson, superintendent of schools, who 
told a few anecdotes from his time working alongside Mrs. Cox as his director 
of communications. 

Todd Camp, marketing and communications manager at American Airlines Credit 
Union, shared his admiration and being mentored by Mrs. Cox as a young journalist 
upon graduation from TCU. WFAA Daybreak Anchor Marc Istook credited 
Mrs. Cox for giving him career focus and direction after she introduced him to the 
newspaper series “Class Acts” in which she served as an editor while at the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram in the early nineties. 

Retired superintendent of schools, Dr. Ray Braswell, then shared a very influential 
tenure with Mrs. Cox. Dr. Braswell hired Mrs. Cox for the position in 1999. During 
her time in the district, Mrs. Cox was a one-person operation that was responsible for 
not only communicating the programs and successes of the district to families but also 
making sure the needs of those same families she supported were being met. 

Dr. Braswell spoke of the various programs created by Mrs. Cox, not just 
for parents, but she also brought unique measures to get various stakeholders 
(grandparents, business leaders, district employees, etc.) involved in supporting public 
education and helping families whenever they needed assistance. Many of these 
programs have been adopted by school districts across the state and still flourish today. 

He also credited Mrs. Cox for being instrumental in helping the district keep up 
with growth, helping pass five bond elections, and guiding the Board of Trustees to 
a pair of Top 5 Texas Honor Board recognitions. Many colleagues, several of whom 
were on hand, continue to seek her advice and counsel on political campaigns, public 
engagement, and program implementation today. 

Perhaps the proudest moment from his time with Mrs. Cox was her creation of 
the Grandparents in Public Schools (GIPS) Task Force, which promoted grandparent 
volunteers to mentor students at Denton ISD schools. The program has nearly doubled 
in members since its inception more than twenty years ago. Denton ISD’s GIPS program 
is just one of the many initiatives created by Mrs. Cox to be recognized by both local and 
national public education organizations and has been copied by many other districts in 
the state of Texas. 

Dr. Braswell became emotional when speaking about Mrs. Cox’s ability to 
manage all of the demands of her job and balance her family responsibilities while 
raising three children.  

Jackie Jackson, executive director of Denton Public School Foundation (DPSF), 

Article and Images Provided By Denton ISD talked about her time working first as Mrs. Cox’s secretary for a brief stint, followed 
by their time working together in the community on behalf of the district.  

Former Denton ISD communications director, Mario Zavala, Jr., relayed his 
affection for Mrs. Cox as a mentor and colleague when hired by the district and then 
was tabbed as her replacement when she retired in 2015.

 The honoree then took the stage and thanked those in attendance as well as 
those who took the time to speak on her behalf. She also announced a ten-
thousand-dollar scholarship from her family in honor of her children which will be 
given to multiple Denton ISD students for years to come.  

“I’ve always been proud to be a part of Denton ISD – as a parent and as an educator 
– because the district is extremely supportive of students and all of their educational 
endeavors. Communications and community relations are vital to the success of each 
student as we continue to bridge the communications gap from the child’s home to 
the classroom and school,” said Sharon Cox. “From grandparents in our mentoring 
programs to volunteers donating thousands of hours to help our students succeed, as 
well as hundreds of advocates helping to support and pass every bond election in the 
past two decades. The district’s success is exemplified through the hard work of the 
district’s past and current staff, administrators, and board members.”

Current Denton ISD Chief Communications Officer, Julie Zwahr, closed 
the ceremony by mentioning the time she’s known Mrs. Cox and her many fond 
memories of their interactions together, which date to when Mrs. Zwahr was a 
high school student and Mrs. Cox was the editor for her town’s local newspaper, 
The Arlington Citizen’s Journal. 

Mrs. Cox has more than 40 years of service in news reporting/editing, school 
communications, and school media relations in North Texas. Her career culminated 
with a 15-year stint as Director of Communications and Community Relations in 
Denton ISD. She served as state president of both the Texas School Public Relations 
Association (TSPRA) and the Texas Association of Partners in Education (TAPE). 

In 2014, TSPRA awarded Mrs. Cox with the organization’s “Professional 
Achievement Award,” an honor bestowed upon exceptional professionals for their 
cumulative body of work.

380Guide.com      11The 380 Corridor’s premier publication since 2005



Our cemetery is located just north 
of Denton, TX in Cooke County                      

with easy access from I-35.

The cemetery offers a variety of burial 
rites including traditional, cremation,             

and green burials.

Please contact our funeral home                             
to schedule burials.

424 South Washington
Pilot Point, TX

940.686.2277
SlayMemorialFuneralHome.com
Family Owned. Serving the area since 1986

PREARRANGEMENT WITH NO OBLIGATION

TERRI SLAY
OWNER/FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Slay-Bloomfield-Jones Cemetery

As the brutal Texas summer gets warmer and warmer, we all have one 
thought on our minds: how do we cool off for the summer?

For those who are ready to plan your awesome day (or even weekend!) 
out at Lake Ray Roberts State Park (100 PW 4137), we’ve got you covered 
with all you need to know to be Lovin’ the Lake!

BEFORE YOU GO

It’s not truly fun in the sun, if you aren’t grilling while you’re doing it. 
So before you head out on the lake, don’t forget your grilling supplies! Pick 
up a gas or charcoal grill at Ace Hardware (316 US 377), then load up on 
amazing supplies, seasonings and rubs at Pilot Point Feed Store (1156 US 
377)! And, of course, all of the hot dogs and hamburgers you’ll need to 
throw on the grill can be found at Brookshire Brothers (750 US 377).

Just a friendly reminder that alcohol consumption is not allowed in the 
open in the state park. However, if you wish to imbibe in a beverage, you 
are allowed to do so within your RV. Brookshires, as well as 377 Liquor 
(1137 US 377) and Liberty Liquor (420 US 377) are great places to pick up 
beverages to enjoy while on your excursions.

AT THE LAKE

How do you plan to spend your time at the lake?
If you’re ready to get away from it all with your RV or a tent, you can 

easily book your campsite in advance through the Texas Parks & Wildlife 
website. This is highly recommended so that you ensure your space!

If you’re just there for an afternoon of water fun, check out the 
swimming beach, or request a Junior Ranger Explorer Pack for the kiddos. 
The helpful park rangers at the entrance can guide you to the best spots for 
various outdoor activities, including biking, hiking, and kayaking.

Did you come without equipment, but want to check out the full 
scope of the lake? Lone Star Lodge Resort & Marina (2200 FM 1192) has 
rentals, from pontoon boats to kayaks and jet skis! Book your rentals online 
at Lonestar-lodge.com.

Lake Ray Roberts is open daily. Entry is $7 for adults 13 and older, 
and children 12 and younger receive free admission. For those intrepid 
travelers, the Texas State Parks Pass, enabling you to visit any Texas State 
Park at your leisure, is $70 per year. 

COME BACK TO TOWN

If you’re needing a break from the lake, come right on back in town! 
Pilot Point has delicious places to eat, from yummy burgers to delicious 
Italian food and Tex Mex. Head to the historic Square and do some 
shopping, or check out the recent Historic Walking Tour of downtown on 
visitpilotpoint.org. Make it a Pilot Point weekend to remember!

By Wendy Haun
Pilot Point Municipal Development District
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Nestled in the lush rolling hills of 
central Texas, sits Lone Star Lodge and 
Marina. This extraordinary venue offers 
a great wedding destination with a rustic 
vibe and one-of-a-kind views of secluded 
Lake Ray Roberts. There are plenty of 
newly remolded rooms for the entire 
wedding party.  The sunsets over the lake 
are truly remarkable, and a great way to 
end an exciting day.  

Not only does Lone Star Lodge offer 
a beautiful wedding venue, but it's a great get away for everyone. For water 
lovers, come rent a pontoon boat, available in one level and double decker 
options.  The two-level options come complete with a waterslide!  They can 
accommodate up to 16 people, depending on the one you choose.  There are 
also jet skis available for rent, and giant 
inflatable lily pads and water tubes.  What 
a great way to spend the day and then end 
it on the expansive deck or the romantic 
gazebo overlooking the lake!  

The lodge is situated next to the 30 
acres of Jordan State Park and down 
the street from other recreational 
areas offering outside recreation with 
expansive hiking trails such as Isle du 
Bois Stat Park.

Lone Star Lodge and Marina is 
constantly upgrading their beautiful 
refuge.  They are currently installing 94 
new boat slips of the 500 total.  They 
have an onsite boat service shop under 
construction and lovely new touches to 
the dining area.

Lone Star Lodge and Marina is perfect 
for a private stay, a romantic rustic 
wedding venue, company retreats, and 
family reunions.  For more information, 

please reach out to the friendly staff at 940.686.0261 or visit their website 
at Lonestar-Lodge.com. You can even stop by and have a personal tour.  
Lonestar Lodge is located at 2200 FM 1192 in Pilot Point.  

With all this tranquility just a short drive away why would you want to 
stay anywhere else?
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380Guide Magazine was 
at the incredibly popular 
Fourth Annual Dwayne O’Dell 
Landscape and Nursery 
Celebration.  If you missed the 
event drop in and shop the 
amazing selection at 4765 US 
HWY 377 in Aubrey. 

Katie from Forever Euphoria 
took her Guide with her to the 

BTS concert in Las Vegas. 

Would you like to be in the next issue of 380Guide? If so send us your photo with your 
380Guide to YouCanTakeItWithYou@380Guide.com
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Whether you are a do it yourselfer or need assistance our family is here to help!
Local Family Owned and Operated • Insured • References Available

LANDSCAPE: 940-686-5853  •  NURSERY: 940-365-5994

4765 US HWY 377 • AUBREY, TX 76227

Let Us Meet All Your Landcape and Nursery Needs!

LI0009638
LI0023441

Custom Landscape Design • Irrigation New Installs & Repairs • Sod & Hydromulch
Retaining Walls • Rock/Stone Work • Open to Public Nursery • Trees & Shrubs

	


